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NEWTON FAIR HOUSING COMMITTEE 
Newton Housing & Community Development Program 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, MA 02459. Phone 617-796-1156. TDD/TTY 617-796-7089 

September 1, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

 
Fair Housing Committee members in attendance:  Sheila Mondshein 

(Chair), Phil Herr, Henry Korman, Josephine McNeil, Esther Schlorholtz 

Fair Housing Committee members absent: Nadine Cohen, Susan Paley, 

Doug Sweet 

Staff: Trisha Guditz, Robert Muollo, Jr. 

Guests: Barbara Chandler, Girard Plante, Alderman Fuller  

Materials Distributed to Members:   

 September Agenda 

 Draft August Minutes 

 “Local Preference Policy Appendix C, revised 8.30.10”  

 “Proposed Language for Appendix C Accessibility (email)” 

 
 
1) Review and approval of August minutes 
 
It was suggested that “should be,” is added in the 3rd bullet point on page 3. 
Also on page 3, the language “the need of local residents for affordable 
units,” be added. The minutes were approved as amended.  
 
2) Status reports on the Mayor’s working group on accessibility in 
affordable housing, FHC appointments, and Section 8 landlord program 
 
Henry provided a brief overview of the Mayor’s Working Group on 
Accessibility in Affordable Housing meeting. Henry said the group will be 
producing guidelines. Discussion did not focus on quantifying the extent of 
the need in Newton or threshold compliance on ADA/Section 504 for 
grantees receiving federal funds. Girard believed the need was national. 
Henry said comments by the public were submitted after the meeting. 
Robert will send the FHC members those comments which were submitted.    



2 
 

Regarding FHC membership status, it was acknowledged that Josephine 
and Phil’s terms have expired. Staff will check the FHC’s bylaws to 
determine if they are able to remain on the committee until replaced with 
new members. Robert said the Executive Office cannot give a timeframe for 
when Girard Plante will be officially appointed. Sheila, on behalf of the 
FHC, will send a letter to the Mayor addressing the ongoing attempts to 
appoint Mr. Plante.  
 
Regarding the Section 8 Landlord Program, Robert reported that the event 
is progressing well. It is scheduled for October 28th from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at 
Lasell College.  
 
3) Status report by architectural access consultant Barbara Chandler, and 
discussion on accessibility needs 
 
Barbara Chandler stated she was at the meeting to ask questions to the 
FHC and to also provide a progress report on her work thus far.  
 
Regarding a progress report, Barbara’s first read many pertinent city 
documents, such as the Consolidated Plan, Analysis of Impediments and 
the City’s ADA Transitional Plan. Next, she interviewed city department 
heads as well as planning staff. Barbara’s next step is to meet with 
developers.  
 
Barbara said the department heads were very forthcoming about process 
and communication issues. She noted concern that Inspectional Services 
Department stated it is not mandated to address federal access compliance 
but is only responsible for enforcing state access codes. Phil asked if ISD 
inspected new municipal buildings. Barbara understands that they are 
required to do so.  
 
Barbara said federal access compliance is reactive; it is a complaint driven 
system in communities throughout the commonwealth including Newton. 
She hopes to make Newton more proactive in federal access compliance.  
 
Barbara pointed out the results of an access survey by a Planning Dept. 
intern. Based on those results, Barbara thought that many property 
managers in Newton may not know how many accessible units they have in 
their portfolio, which can affect marketing efforts to clearinghouses such as 
MassAccess Housing Registry.  



3 
 

Josephine asked how compliance is ensured. Barbara said resources and 
training help and she hoped to provide recommendations to help ensure 
compliance in her report. Josephine asked how larger developments were 
monitored. Robert said developments that do not receive federal funds but 
some other type of subsidy – such as Avalon Bay – are monitored by 
MassHousing. Robert acknowledged that the City should work with other 
monitoring agents to ensure accessibility compliance.  
 
Barbara asked why did the need to hire a consultant to review accessibility 
came up. Phil explained that the FHC repeatedly hears anecdotes of 
noncompliance. The issues initially came up around curb cuts and public 
buildings. Henry added that a complaint was filed with HUD, which resulted 
in a voluntary compliance agreement between HUD and the City. He said 
the City has responded to compliance issues, but not in a systematic way, 
which drives the need for a consultant. Girard added that educational and 
cultural changes in the City are needed.  
 
Barbara asked if any member had attended trainings on the state code. No 
member had. She asked if the City had any community monitors. Girard 
said he was not sure, but would follow up with Barbara. The FHC was then 
asked if anyone had received Section 504 or Title VIII training. Sheila and 
Henry had received Section 504 and Title VIII training, but the trainings did 
not include technical requirements for Section 504 or Title VIII.   
 
Barbara asked about how many units of new construction were built each 
year in Newton. The FHC approximated 150 each year, half of which are 
single families. The FHC told Barbara that housing rehabilitation consists of 
the majority of requests for city permits. Trisha said the majority of state 
and federal funding the City provides to housing developments is for 
acquisition and rehabilitation, and those are mostly 1-4 units.  
 
Barbara asked if and how the committee is informed of upcoming projects 
in the City. Phil responded that the FHC plays no direct role in reviewing 
new developments. Sheila responded that they are sometimes made aware 
of projects due to FHC members representing other bodies charged with 
reviewing projects. The need for this kind of representation is explicit in the 
FHC’s bylaws.  
 
Barbara asked Girard if his role as representative from the Mayor’s 
Committee for People with Disabilities and the FHC facilitates 
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communication between the two groups. Girard said it did, especially 
between the MCPD co-chairs.  
 
Barbara asked the FHC if the liaison from the MCPD to the FHC works on a 
systematic level. Phil said the FHC still required more experience and time 
as a committee to foster more communication. Esther said the two groups 
work well when crossover issues exist. She said that the former City staff 
person also helped in facilitating communication.  
 
Phil said the FHC has a good connection with the Newton Housing 
Partnership, and not as much with the Planning and Development Board.  
 
Barbara asked if the results of the Mayor’s Working Group on Accessibility 
in Affordable Housing would have an impact on her report, and if so, how 
she should proceed. The FHC believed it would have an impact. The FHC 
agreed that it was relevant that the report provide guidance on how that 
policy would be integrated along with current requirements. Sheila added 
that the FHC and housing staff were considering a higher standard of 
accessibility for homeownership programs receiving federal assistance 
before the Mayor’s Working Group on Accessibility in Affordable Housing 
was established.  
 
4) Discussion of proposed language revision to Appendix C regarding local 
residency selection preferences, and any revisions needed on applicability 
 
Briefly discussed regarding further revision.  
 
5) Discussion on program planning for fall and winter 2010 

Not discussed due to time constraints  
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 


